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hat if we could see and think of ourselves -hun%anity- from an alien perspec-
tive; detached, unprejudiced, even amoral? What if we could see and think of
ourselves from the border of our own completed path2d

Sapiens have always been obsessed with matter. Since the invention of the first
stone tools thousands of years ago, communities and societies have set themselves
to accumulate an ever broader archive of their material culture for the next genera-
tions to inherit. The creation of museums crystallized this inherent vice, preserving,
for instance, armours and swords from the French-British battles of the XV century.
But, where are the sounds of those traces of bloodshed between the two reigns?
Where are all the painful shouts, the clash of iron against and through iron, the whistle
of a thousand arrows stubbing the air? Where are the endless cries of all of the
mothers mourning the dead of all of the wars? Forever lost, may be the answer.
FotAefe

And what of planets and stars? Black holes and galaxies? Rats and worms? Dino-
saurs and deers and spoons stirring cups of tea? What about all that secret and
forever-lost symphony played in the universe by the friction of matter and energy
against the surface of time and space? As string theory declares, there is nothing but
notes and chords in a delicate pentagram.

Imagining a speculative history of sound, Adrian Villar Rojas seeks to deconstruct
the obsessions and agencies of our species’ preservation culture, questioning
the strong bias towards accumulating value in certain kinds of enduring objects,
perhaps traversed by a key -though often disregarded- element: human labour.

John Locke, the father of political liberalism, said four hundred years ago property
was the extension of the human bedy over land through labour. In that undissolvable

linkage between body, land and labour called property, he founded the essence, and
the only guarantee, of individuals’ freedom. Later, Marx established value as he
conceived labour -the consumption of brain and muscles- accumulated in things
-goods- as the basis of capital. We have thus human labour transforming matter as
the foundation of society in both liberal and Marxist visions. We need it to exist, to
project ourselves, to reproduce our way of life, to feel safe and secure, to impose our
will, to preserve and increase our patrimony.

Why is this key role of accumulation played by labour-transformed matter? This is what
Villar Rojas explores by removing matter from its central place in the equation.
/_f_\KY‘XCD)}(&

From spices, coffee beans or salt to geld-and-silver, and from them to currency, and
from currency, cryptocurrencies (that new digital kind of precious metal that resorts
to the metaphor of “mining” as a way of restricting supply), the human species has
always tried to represent value with some enduring, hard-to-get, and above-all-else,
scarce means. Sound, though, is infinite. Villar Rojas challenges us and himself to
reconsider this logic of accumulating wealth through scarcity from the infinite
immateriality and abundance of sound.

Churches are also a means of spiritual and epistemological accumulation. Reformists
rejected Catholic idol worship as the fetishist slavery of religious conscience to senses,
as well as the episcopal corruption as the surrender of the supposedly highest souls
to the delightful sins of the material world. The Vatican had become, more than a
church, a bank accumulating gold and silver on walls, ceilings and doors instead of in
safes. Reformists were perhaps demanding of Catholics more abstraction. Could the
Lutheran call to translate the bible from Latin into national languages and in massively
printed copies be understood -in its last consequences- as a radical assertion of the
cognitive presence of %od in the mind more than in any other place?

i

.................................................. 1t - b -

Villar Rojas’ proposal sets in sintony with this iconoclast travel towards the abstract

by turning the hall of this Catholic-Reformist shared church into a shadowy cavern
of sonic introspection. There would hardly be a better place to make Plato’s allegory
-that journey from pure senses to pure thought he depicted as a walking inside a
cavern only lit by scattered fires up to the final exit, afterwards taken by Christianity
as its core eschatology from flesh to soul- somehow return to help us go back to our
minds in search of primal connections with universal noise.
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Interieur van een protestantse,
gotische kerk tijdens een dienst

Emanuel de Witte (ca. 1617-1691/92)
Olieverf op paneel, 1669

Hoewel het lijkt alsof de schilder zelf bij de
dienst aanwezig was, gaf Emanuel de Witte
de werkelijkheid niet precies weer. Hij stelde
dit kerkinterieur samen uit onderdelen van
verschillende bestaante kerken. Het midden-
schip baseerde hij op de Oude Kerk in Amster-
dam. De nadruk ligt op het perspectief en de
werking van licht en schaduw. Zo wist hij een
overtuigend beeld te scheppen.

Interior of a Protestant,
Gothic Church during a Service
Emanuel de Witte (ca. 1617-1691/92)

Qil on panel, 1669

However much it might seem as if Emanuel de
Witte attended this church service, the painter
did not depict reality. In fact, he composed this
church interior from parts of various existing
churches. Although fictional, the nave is based
on that of the Oude Kerk in Amsterdam. The
emphasis is on perspective and the effects of
light and shadow. Thus he was able to create
a convincing image.

A |
- >

Q¥ JTo T

(TR, Qs

A ER PN
CSGRE

A
45 14 >¢
{ﬁ_gm@%x’; T3] k







T T G § 5yt VBT T

r
: Wsz:waw Reeig, e +5TALIACE ARRREYRATI N T T T T e et S e iR
. "’ ' . : . ' "‘

- DR o et nnb o * ' :
(n::‘m'-na S PR ER E e W‘MW&“M&-T i AN g AN ¢ :v\‘gw\“’wﬁt’m
. o it L

S

. -_‘\ :q;,.\((\,',.p\“n’.“‘ '3'1_“,‘ _','.\:'. ) -
_‘ - . it
e gy A e

;;:,. - B ®
Mmﬁ 3*.‘.&5.'5.‘ "M.. o el

m‘_q,.. B 2.7 e JEP
o -

.
e

Di el -
Ty, e pchi ddis ol A ;\' o W
¥ 5 N, . - e » ,._ - e

NE e

e T

~
3 — n’ . . o T
'Nn‘k.; Do LI ‘u‘-k P TS S ,,‘l

»

; T ban« . i § 3
N ,
v-.:q.-‘i-‘,.-- .‘....‘...‘.::m-.i-ﬂ -.M--uvs\\mum-‘mw «m s “‘“"'" "..‘:‘“" -l‘" g ﬁ‘mwlw---;“

‘4!’-* h.—#d\mﬂq“ -“!?Q“!\‘“W\‘l',(’ > ot »
€ 20 <y T\
iy LRSMNL - (o

Rﬁ;}" 5 5 B Z?W%Kj mqkﬁ%’“f S ?fah
Z ¢ HIN A kg.g7 * . 40

' ' : R s
: i e gam&;“ﬁ“.w,wmw,,.m % e
Yag. ‘o N e L Rk

= \‘ \W \-\’ i g tS e e,
p N . ".,"_.-.-.. *le_ & =

e o R [Ff;ﬂﬂo  Acorzosees S ‘

i 5 I e G 302, R, ,,..,. e a2 b4 A ‘ s -‘-»-'"‘WJ“ aze




View of Oude Kerk Interior

Barendina Maria Bijtelaar (1898-1978)
Graphite on paper, 1953

Barendina ‘Bep’ Bijtelaar was a Dutch artist
and archivist who dedicated her life to resear-
ching and documenting the history of the Oude
Kerk. In 1934 Bijtelaar became fascinated by
the church’s floor, which is comprised of over
2.500 gravestones and is where over 12.000
people have been buried since the church was
consecrated in 1306. After World War Il, Bijte-
laar was appointed to a building committee
to supervise the Oude Kerk's restoration. A
memorial stone in rembrance of her life and
work can be found above the church’s door.
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DOG barking = Guitar feedback
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SIBERIAN HUSKY
Jesus' mother tongue
Malula villagers from a remote rural community in Syria speaking in Aramaic
Two ancient Indo-European languages
Two people comparing the similarities between Greek and Persian languages
Big Bang

Ash falling
Gas compounds reacting
Tectonic plates colliding

Pressure building

LYREBIRD VOLCANO exploding =  Pot of boiling water
mimicking camera shutter closing Lava bubbling Magma
Rocks projecting Steam
electric screwdriver 5y mini ;
Click VvV mini gear motor
ek
car alarm ;
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hammering nail . 5000 AD
wood Cavern ambience Cavern ambience
318.745BC 119 AD , _
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: 120.072 BC ip! :
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Nyanja: Mulibwanji imwe boonse bantu bakumwamba Punjabi: »m§ #, = et 2 Korean Al Persian: 5,95 «, pulSuso plo)ls Tuvpluol
Thai: #¥afine auiolussdiinu W’mﬁﬂ‘luﬁmiﬁzmaéaﬁmﬁmmﬁwhuvlnﬂu Quechua: Kay pachamamta niytapas maytapas rimapallasta runasimipi
Cavem amb|ence Ancient Greek: OiTivég TroT €aTe YaipeTe! Eipnvik®g Tpog gidoug EANAUBapev @ilol Romanian: Salutsri la toats Iu’:gzh' Witajcie, istoty  zaSwiatow
800.459 BC Serbian: XesMMo BaM CBe Haj/erie ca Halle niaHete ) . ’
. Wu AR Russian: 3gpasctayiite! MNpuseTctayto Bac! Amoy: KZEFIR |, £17 | SR8 2 BB RFTELIE,
iekiest R German: Herzliche GriBe analle  Greetings in 55 Languages from the Voyager Golden Record Erench: Bomour tout le monde
‘ Habf:/es! ; Czech: Mili pratelé, pfejeme vam vse nejlepsi Portuguese: Paz e felicidade a todos Sotho: Reani lumelisa marela <. ’ :

Babb/es//-?/pp/e& Babbles! Hebrew: who Cantonese: B IFIE ? M T2 L, Burmese: ?GO’JG’JC%() 200008

- Babbles!

7 Y Drip!
Trickles: Ripples!

Akkadian: Adannis lu Sulmu Ila: Mypone kaboutu noose Hittite: agsuli

Dutch: Hartelijke groeten aan iedereen Arabic ool JJi Sle Gous 1 1y sl
sogsloo w2dYle O3 lIJuede: Sl s sepeul Idjelo
Hindi: gr<ft & amafat #Y s & a9
! B Spanish: Hola y saludos a todos
Hungarian: Udvozletet kiildink magyar nyelven minden békét szeretd Iénynek a Vildgegyetemen
Indonesian: Selamat malam hadirin sekalian, selamat berpisah dan sampai bertemu lagi dilain waktu

Ganda: THIFT. ZAT TIATAA AT THETAT

Bengali: TR, IR #[of 2176

MYNAH BIRD

saying “I'm a chicken”
Urdu: Idgwdle 9 8JsSp -~ 5ps0 Seoamoe9ldsu S by Gug o S9 290 Ied5> Smoe Dsu
Oriya: 9604 610Q1a ¢014 gaa 9aalg deaaagisea adaidl AIREg ARARaR

AN

Armenian: Fapnp wlnlig np lp qubncp whbqlipgh ShquiwdniphiGLG wlnhl, nnonGbkp
Mandarin Chinese: & & 1E ? FANBMRESARM , BEERXKGT, ; FUBHE ? RMOBRASIRM  BEHFIERDT,
Swedish: Halsningar fran en dataprogrammerare i den lilla universitetsstaden Ithaca pa planeten Jorden
Esperanto: Ni strebas vivi en paco kun la popoloj de la tuta mondo, de la tuta kosmo

Japanese: CAILEl, BTKTTH ?
Italian: Tanti auguri e saluti
Vietnamese: Chan thanh g t6i cac ban 16i chao than hiru
Sinhala: evg@e s0:3!
T QAT ATSAATT AT [T ST 3 AT THRT 4T SIHT 6T &l
Latin: Salvete quicumque estis; bonam erga vos voluntatem habemus, et pacem per astra ferimus

Zulu: Siya nibingelela maghawe sinifisela inkonzo ende

English: Hello from the children of planet Earth
Turkish: Sayin Tirkge bilen arkadaslarimiz, sabah serifleriniz hayrolsun

Danish
herbivorous ornithopod dinosaur German
ADOLESCENT Romanian
PARASAUROLOPHUS 158 heart beats per minute .
Spanish
63 heart beats per minute PARROTS Dutch P
Italian
talking with their human companions in Mandarin
imitating Korean
Portuguese Arabic
the sound of a barking dog Turkish
a meowing cat English
neighbours arguing Greek

a nursery rhyme

Alexa’s smart speaker home assistant

Marimba ringtone for iPhone
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First sound recording in history

Sodphia
social humanoid robot

Edouard-Léon Scott de Martinville

Thomas Edison

“The first words | spoke in the original phonograph. A

little piece of practical poetry. Mary had a little lamb. Its
fleece was white as snow. And everywhere that Mary went,
the lamb was sure to go.”

Human mother

Quill pen scratching

Electric sparks
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Telegraph
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Trimline telephone ringing
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mating call
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(1909-1972) Severn Suzuki
(1979%)

Zulfigar Ali Bhutto
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Wind

Emily Davidson
(1872-1913)
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ram Ursula K. Le Guin
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Melanie Klein
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Lynn Margulis
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Serbia

Saudi Arabia
The Netherlands Antilles

Cote d'lvoire (The Ivory Coast)
Belgium
Belize

National Anthems
Dominican Republic Brynei Armenia . o
Burkina Faso

Cambodia Eritrea
El Salvador

New Zealand

St. Kitt’s and Nevis

Sudan RAIN
RAIN

Spinning Jenny
Constant rhythmic pounding

Fast rhythmic diesel motor
Porfirio Diaz (1966%

Humans producing voiced sounds by passing air through the larynx

(1919 -
Steve Jobs

Microsoft Windows 2000 starting-up
Windows 98 shutting-down

Motorola Razr ringtone

Google Maps navigation system voice

dial . .
Fax machine transmission

one dial
Demonstrations against Amazon
Household rotary dial phone

Google employees protest at Alphabet’s shareholder meeting

Trinidad and Tobago
The U.S. Virgin Islands

Togo Vietnam
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ghana Mauritiania  Panama

The Marshall Islands
Malta .
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Italy Israel RAIN
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Bahamas China 5 .qce
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Central African Republic Georgi
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Fiji  Finland France  The Maldives
The European Union . Malaysia Norway
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Madagascar _ Northern Mariana Islands
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Albania Poland
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Nelson Mandela
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mating call
Jorge Rafael Videla

(1925-2013)
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Seeman Nemur
Adolf Hitler
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Leon Trotsky
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RAIN M am

polar  (1955%)
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Joseph Stalin
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Charlie Chaplin('78°-18
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1952) [:qlen Johnson-Sirleaf
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) (1881-1938)
Megawati Sukarnoputri
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dust mating call
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(%879 Mao Zedong
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vibrations
lips
teeth
alveolar ridge
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Malcolm X
(1925 - 1965)

Muamar el Gaddafi

(1942-2011) hard palate

velum
uvula glottis

Mary Shelley

(1797 -1851)

nostrils

tongue

Skype calling tone
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ata Banerjee
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vocal cords

Winston Churchill
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Thunder

Rain
TSAMBA by Linda Gabriel, Shona language
*** [ BTOMMUNAcsA novyBaTucsa BUHHO] by Iryna Tsilyk, Ukrainian AKDENIZ YARASIYOR SANA by Can Yiicel, Turkish
Listen and repeat: a paxaro, unha beard by Yolanda Castafio, Galician language
Gda phu by T6 Thuy Yén, Vietnamese ; ; ia [liag
phu by y Blrfiwatchlng.pl by Marie lljasenko, Czech 780 9% by Gitl Schaechter-Viswanath, Yiddish
*** [Supermen je u penziju] by Faruk Sehi¢, Bosnian ) .
Al silencio by Gonzalo Rojas, Spanish sifBfTt @ by Yashodhara Ray Chaudhuri, Bengali
Afrikaans liefdeslied by Antjie Krog, Afrikaans
7A 8kE||.y K5 #7& by Yan Jun, Mandarin p db t Agua de puerto by Talata Rodriguez, Spanish
2} by Kim Hyesoon, Korean oems rea oels ) .
*+* [Kaotaja kiituseks laulan] by Doris Kareva, Estonian y p Ipa by Vito Apushané, Arhuaco language
Dy vetore by Agron Tufa, Albanian #1 by Hama Tuma, Amharic ) )
Causa artist by Dimitra Kotoura, Greek (fir I. by Anja Kampmann, German 11984, 1984 by Fuad Rifka, Arabian
...ETRE HUMAIN AUTREMENT... by Souleymane Diamanka, French language Rhywbeth yn rhiwle by Meirion Macintyre Huws, Welsh
safaL 4@l =1z5dBi by Harish Meenashru, Gujarati FEHER MADAR by Katalin Ladik, Hungarian
[W< B A A3 V) £ L T..] by Yasuki Fukushima, Japanese 79T 3T AT by Savita Singh, Hindi
*rk [Ah smetti sedia di esser cosi sedia] by Patrizia Cavalli, Italian OVKWUI 3AMNAL by Wjatscheslaw Kuprijanow, Russian
Bezpiederigie (1.) by Liana Boksa, Latvian
[so elouwoly ze) 1J9sl] by Roshanak Bigonah, Persian
Cashinahua Endangered languages
Panoan language family - Peru: Curanja and Purus rivers
Tiwi
Australian language family - Northern Territory, Bathurst and Melville Islands, Nguiu
Nomatsiguenga
Arawakan language family - Peru: Junin Department, between rivers Ene and Perene, Anapati River system in the foothills
Palikur

Shuar

Arawakan language family - Brazil: Northern coastal tip along rivers, Amap4, French Guiana . X ) . .
Jivaroan language family -- Ecuador: Southeastern jungle, Morona-Santiago Province

; Sherpa
Cucapa Tibeto-Burman language family - Eastern Nepal
Baja California, Sonora and Arizona, Mexico

Bhojpuri
Indo-European language family - India, Nepal, Mauritius, Suriname Maxakali
Yanyuwa Macro-Ge language family -- Brazil: Minas Gerais

Mixteco de Yosondua Pama-Nyungan language family - Australia: Queensland, Borroloola, Northern Territory, Doomadgee

Guerrero, Oaxaca and Puebla, Mexico Orejon
Tucanoan (Tukénoan) language family - Peru: Yanayacu River, Sucusari River, Algodon River, Putumayo River

Papago Popoloca . Blackfoot
Sonora and Arizona, Mexico Puebla Mexico Algonquian language family - South Alberta, Blackfoot, Piegan, and Blood Reserves
Zoque Guajiro .
Oaxaca and Chiapas, Mexico Arawakan language family -- Colombia: Guajira Peninsula, Caribbean coast Candoshi-Shapra
Tepehua Language isolate
The Gulf of Mexico, Huasteca region, state of Mexico and Puebla Peru: Morona, Pastaza, Huitoyacu, Chapuli rivers
Magquiritari
Carib language family - South America: Venezuela, Bolivar and Amazonas States, near the Brazilian border on the mid-Paragua, Caura, Erebato, upper Ventuari, upper Auaris, Matacuni, Cuntinano, Padamo, and Cunucunuma rivers
Bhojpuri TEgru ) i | Boréro
Vi Indo-European language family - India, Nepal, Mauritius, Suriname Chitwania ~ Indo-European Family -- Western Nepa Macro-Ge language family -- Brazil: Central Mato Grosso
icmac
Sarsi Algonquian language family -- Canada: central and north Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island and New Brunswick east coast, Quyebec, east Gaspe Peninsula
arsi

Iquito

Athapaskan language family - Canada: Alberta Zaparoan language family - Peru: Loreto Province, Pintoyacu, Nanay, and Chambira rivers, San Antonia and Atalaya

Pintupi-Luritja
Pama-Nyungan language family - Western Australia, Northern Territory, Papunya settlement, Yuendumu and Kintore, Balgo Hills

Zapotec Sateré-Mawé
Kiliwa Oaxaca and Veracruz, Mexico Tupi language family - Brazil: Pard, Amazons, Andira, and Maués rivers, between lower Tapajés and lower Madeira rivers
Baja California, Mexico  Crow

Siouan language family - Southern Montana 1 enharim

Tupi language family -- Brazil: Amazons. Rio Marmelos, Rondénia on Jaci Parand River Post, Rio Preto and Marmelos

Micmac
Algonquian language family -- Canada: central and north Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island and New Brunswick east coast, Quyebec, east Gaspe Peninsula
Shughni
: . Inupiatun, Northwest Alaska
Indo-European language family - Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan - i’ . . . "
P guag y- By gé’ I Eskimo-Aleut language family -- United States of America: Alaska, Hawaii
eaver
5 h Athapaskan language family -- Northeast British Columbia and northwest Alberta, Chateh (Assumption) on Hay River, and Prophet River south of Fort Nelson
aasanac
L . Lo . . Yanyuwa
Afroasiatic language family - Ethiopia: Lower Omo River, along Lake Turkana, into Kenya Pama-Nyungan language family - Australia: Queensland, Borroloola, Northern Territory, Doomadgee
Ona Cuiba

Chon language family -- Argentina: Patagonia, Tierra del Fuego  Guahiban language family -- Colombia: Meta Casanare, Capanapara rivers and tributaries

Khanty
Uralic language family - Russian Federation: Khanty-Mansi National Okrug; east past the Mansi, along Ob River
Nenets
Uralic language family -- Northwest Siberia, tundra area from mouth of north Dvina River in northeast Europe to the delta of the Yenisei in Asia, scattered in Kola Peninsula, Nenets, Yamalo-Nenets, and Taimyr national okrugs

Pintupi-Luritja
Pama-Nyungan language family - Western Australia, Northern Territory, Papunya settlement, Yuendumu and Kintore, Balgo Hills

Yanomamé
Yanomam language family -- Venezuela: Orinoco-Mavaca area. Eastern dialect in Parima Mountains, east of Batau River
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